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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Gardes 
(US 6,065,550). 

Gardes discloses a method for drilling and completing underbalanced well in a live well 
condition, which comprises all of the claimed elements of the respective claims 
specifically shown in Figs 10-11. Wherein the hydrocarbon is collected through the 
annular space 112 between the wall of drill pipe 45 and the wall of canrier string 1 14. 
The embodiments illustrated in Figs 10, and 11 also include the containment system 
utilized in underbalanced conditions (col. 11, lins 31-60; col. 12, lines 19-34). The 
surface blowout preventer and the subsurface blowout preventer are met by BOP 144 
and BOP 134 respectively, which are of ram or shear types preventers (see Fig. 11). 
The rotating head is met by the top drive apparatus 145 or the rotating BOP 141 as both 
are of rotating head in nature. The subsea well is also anticipated by the fact that in Fig. 
1 1 , the riser 132 is used to be secured to the snubbing unit 144 up to the rotating head 
(see col. 12, lines 59+), which is anticipated only in a subsea well operation. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 5-16 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 

Claims 17-50 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record, especially Fossli (WO 03/023181 A1) teaches the 
general features drilling or completing an offshore well including the use of surface and 
subsurface BOPs as well as mud injection and returning control feature, the prior art of 
record however, at least fails to teach or suggest a drilling rig comprises at least an 
apparatus for pumping a density lowering fluid into the returning fluid under a 
underbalanced condition at a subsea location. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Peterman et al, Bourgoyne et al, and Koedertiz all show drilling 
apparatus having rotating heads and wellbore pressure controls. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frank S, Tsay whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday thru Friday, 7:30am-5:00 pm, 
2nd Friday off. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David J. Bagnell can be reached on (571)272-6999. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ — n I 
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